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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
If there is one text in the Bible that lends itself to certain abuse, it is this great text from Romans: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 


Does it bother you that most of the unrest in the world today involves religious conflicts? Sudan’s civil war continues, in the north largely, tribal fighting guised as if it is Muslim and Christian conflict. And over the last three years military authorities in Iraq tell us that the greatest problem they face is not the insurgency, but rather sectarian infighting. In other words, those fighting are Shi’ite vs. Sunni.


There is no fiercer hatred than religious hatred. And the ironic thing is that both sides march under this banner, “God is on our side.” Of course, it is logically impossible for two warring factions to both have God on their side. If God is on the side of high-tech bombers high over the trouble spots of the world, God cannot also be on the side of the suicide bombers who are set on destruction of Western cultures. They both may claim God’s favor, but one of them has to be wrong. And yet who can deny the appeal of this simple statement, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” The very strength of this claim forces us to deal with that tiny – but all important preposition, “if.” “IF God is for us . . .” No nation, no group of people, no individual can lay absolute claim to God’s blessing. On the contrary, history teaches that humanity usually fights against God. By our very nature, most of our everyday transactions as well as our global wars are the product of self-seeking, often sinful, desires. At times like that, God may very well be against us.


God always loved Israel. But often Israel discovered themselves on the opposite side of an issue from God’s will. And thus that tiny but important qualifier: “IF God is for us . . .”


Is God for us? Let’s stop and ask ourselves, as Abraham Lincoln urged us to do, if we are on God’s side. Have we been reconciled to God by faith in Jesus Christ? Do we seek to live daily in love and harmony with our neighbors? Are we seeking God’s will for our lives? If and only if we can answer in the positive to these simple but critical questions can we then say with assurance, “Immanuel, God with us.” “If God is for us . . .” But how is God for us? Let’s consider some ways God is for us.


God Is for Us, First of All, in the Promises God Has Made to Us. The Lord promised Abraham that his seed would inherit the whole land of Canaan, from the Nile to the Euphrates. Yet only a few generations later we find Israel toiling over the brick-kilns in Egypt. “Where is God now?”, they cry. And, of course, God was where God always is – working in the lives of people to fulfill God’s sacred promises.


In one of the Chicken Soup for the Soul books, Diane Rayner tells about a family that had immigrated from Japan and settled at the turn of the last century near San Francisco. Here they established a business in which they grew roses and trucked them into San Francisco three mornings a week. Next door to them lived a naturalized family from Switzerland who also marketed roses and both families became modestly successful, as their roses were known in the markets of San Francisco for their long vase-life.


For almost four decades the two families were neighbors, and the sons took over the farms. But then on December 7, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. Although the rest of the family members were Americans, the father of the Japanese family had never been naturalized. In the turmoil and the questions about internment camps, his neighbor made it clear that, if necessary, he would look after his friend’s nursery.


It was something each family had learned in church: Love your neighbor as you love yourself. “You would do the same for us,” he told his Japanese friend.


It was not long before the Japanese family was transported to a barren landscape in Granada, Colorado. The relocation center consisted of tar-paper-roofed barracks surrounded by barbed wire and armed guards. A full year went by, then two, then three. While the Japanese neighbors were in internment, their friends worked in the greenhouses, the children before school and on Saturdays: and the father’s work often stretched to 16 and 17 hours a day. And then one day, when the war in Europe had ended, the Japanese family packed up and boarded a train. They were going home.


What would they find? The family was met at the train depot by their neighbors, and when they got to their home, the whole Japanese family stared. There was the nursery, intact, scrubbed and shining in the sunlight, neat, prosperous and healthy, and so was the balance in the bank passbook handed to the Japanese father. And the house was just as clean and welcoming as the nursery.


There in the dining room was one perfect red rosebud, just waiting to unfold – the gift of one neighbor to another
. Is there anything more beautiful than the grandeur of a promise kept?


God has promised us that whenever two or three are gathered in the name of Jesus, God would be there as well. We can take confidence in God’s presence this morning. God promised us that neither life nor death, nor powers nor principalities . . . nor anything else in all creation can separate us from God’s love. We can take confidence that God is not only here, but also that God is for us.


We can take confidence in god’s promise to us; we can also take confidence in god’s purpose for us. “Once we were no people, but now we are God’s people.” (I Peter 2:10)


In the Scriptures much stress is laid on “calling.” When Abraham left the land of his forefathers, and went forth, not knowing where it was he was to go, he was quite safe, though in the midst of implacable enemies, because God had called him. On that memorable occasion, when Abraham returned from the slaughter of the kings, Melchizedek the great ‘proto type’ high priest met him. At that time Abraham was in great peril, for there was every probability that the defeated kings would gather again their troops, would form alliances with other kings, and would certainly try to cut down so insignificant a person as that wandering shepherd, Abraham. But what does God say to him? “Fear not Abraham; I am thy shield, and thine exceeding great reward.” This became Abraham’s source of strength – God had called him. God will not desert His chosen.


We are a chosen people. We have a great high calling. Have you heard God’s call to you? If not, maybe that is why your life is so filled with fear, failure, and frustration. Perhaps you have no clear understanding of why you are alive. You need a purpose. You need a calling. God has a calling for you – and if you heed God’s voice, God will give you power to fulfill that call.

It is amazing what God can do through one thoroughly committed person. It is one thing to say, “God is on our side” when you are waging war. It is quite another to say, “God is on our side” when you are risking your own life to save others.


“If God is for us, who can be against us?” asked St. Paul. It’s a question that can be, and often has been abused. Rightly understood it is one of the great promises of Scripture. God is for us in God’s promises to us, in God’s purposes for us, and finally, in God’s power through us.
END NOTES
�.From A 3rd Serving of Chicken Soup for the Soul, Copyright 1996 by Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen. E-zine: Chicken Soup for the Soul http://www.soupserver.com/.






