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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
A little boy asked his mother, "Marriage makes you have babies, doesn't it, Mom?"  The mother reluctantly answered her son, "Well, not exactly.  Just because you are married doesn’t mean that you will have a baby." The boy continued his inquiry: "Then how do you have babies?" His mother, not very enthusiastic about continuing, answered, "It's kind of hard to explain."  The boy paused and thought for a moment. He then moved closer to Mom, looked her right in eye, and carefully said, "You don't really know how it works, do you, Mom?
"


This is Transfiguration Sunday.  In the whole of lectionary preaching this is one of the least desirable passages of the gospels to try and preach. It is so because this gospel reading deals with the transfiguration of Jesus. Generally, this is one of those "What does that mean and how am I supposed to explain that?", sort of passages.  It's difficult because, like the little boy told his mother, we "don't really know how it works."  And when you don't know how something works, it's hard to explain.


Just look at this passage. Jesus invites Peter, James and John to go up on the mountain to pray.  Jesus takes sort of a midweek mini retreat and invites three of the four original disciples to go with him. They were ecstatic. Then up on the mountain top, they're praying up a storm.  When all of a sudden – Jesus flips open his communicator and says, "Two to beam down Mr. Scott." And then there's Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus.  Like an episode of Star Trek, Moses and Elijah are suddenly standing there like two ghosts from the past.  They appear right out of thin air.


Scripture says the disciples were terrified.  I've always wanted to tell the English translators, "No fooling?"  Anyone might have been terrified.  However Mark’s choice of Greek words indicates he wants you to know they experienced a strong sense of awe; awe not unlike the women who find an empty tomb later.  They were left dumbfounded.  Peter tried to speak but did not know what to say.


What are we supposed to make of this passage?  And how does it fit into our daily lives?  One thing is clear.  The disciples witnessed Jesus like they had never seen him before.  On this day, they saw him as Moses and Elijah always see him, as God always sees him.  They saw him as we will all see him when he returns.  They saw Jesus in his full glory.  It wasn't Hollywood special effects or some kind of razzle-dazzle.


Do you remember the movie "Leap of Faith" with Steve Martin?  Steve Martin plays Jonas Nightingale, a traveling evangelist; a con man using God and faith and religion to prey upon the unsuspecting in order to line his own pockets.  There's one scene where Jonas comes out on stage in a white coat. The lights go down.  He pulls the coat off, flips it inside out and puts it back on.  Then a spot light hits him and a thousand beams of light shoot off in every direction.  The coat is covered with tiny mirrors.  He looks like a walking ballroom light, but it's all show.  It's all razzle-dazzle.  He's not really pointing to God.  He's pointing to himself.  Jonas is in it for the money.  The NT reading today shows false teachers accusing Peter of being some kind of flim-flam man.  The Greek Epicureans had real trouble thinking of a God coming in fleshly form.


In the gospel today, Jesus took Peter, James and John to the mountain top so they might renew their spirits and gain some spiritual insight. Once Peter got over his fear of the unknown and recognized the glory of the moment.  Peter went into action.  He wanted to memorialize the event.  He wanted to build a Booth, a tabernacle, a shelter in which to worship.  But Jesus said, "No.  Our work isn't up on the mountain; it is back down in the valley."  That's when God got Peter's attention by speaking up.


Mark's Gospel puts it this way: God said, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!"  So, one of the things we can learn from this passage is to listen; to listen to God, and to listen to Jesus, the Son of God. Mark's Gospel also tells us: Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus.  We're invited to listen to God.  And we're invited to see and focus only on Jesus.  That's hard to do.  It was hard for Peter.  It's equally as difficult, if not harder, for us.  Look at all of the things we have to distract us.  So many activities and hobbies and interests; those things can get in the way of our relationship with Jesus.  They can all cause us to lose our focus on Jesus.


A very nervous airline passenger began pacing the terminal when bad weather delayed his flight.  During his walk he ran across one of those life insurance machines.  It offered $100,000 in the event of an untimely death aboard his flight.  The policy was just $3.  He looked out the window at the threatening clouds and thought about his family at home.  For that price it was foolish not to buy, so he took out the coverage.  He then looked for a place to eat.  Some airports now carry a pretty good variety of eateries so he settled on his favorite - Chinese.  It was a very relaxing and calming meal until he opened his fortune cookie.  It read: "Your recent investment will pay big dividends."  He took a different flight
. The poor guy lost his focus.  He let little things direct him and distract him from his purpose.


We do the same with our relationship with God.  We focus on other things, less important things.  We give more time to volunteerism or hobbies than in our own spiritual growth.  We let other things get in the way of our relationship with God. We are called to grow spiritually, and we're called to help others.  Especially we are called to aid our children and youth to stay focused on Jesus.  A desire to help them listen to God and to focus their lives on God should be our highest priority.


A few years back many newspapers carried an article entitled, "Impress a teen ... go to church."  According to the Princeton Religion Research Center publication, “Emerging Trends,” a survey conducted with teenagers, shows that teenagers are impressed by adults who go to church or other places of worship.  81% of the youth polled said that "With all the talk of the need to instill a sense of values in young people and for positive role models, there is one simple positive step adults can take - go to church." Our best influence is our own action and our own personal relationship with God.  It helps us stay focused and live a faithful life.


We are called to listen to God and to focus on Jesus.  When that happens we too can be transformed.  You see I don't think this passage is so much about Jesus being transformed right before their very eyes, as it is a transforming moment for Peter, James and John.  In this moment of transfiguration, it's not just Jesus' appearance that changes.  Peter, James, and John's perception of Jesus changes, too.  Until this moment, they suspected some things, but they weren't positive about who Jesus was.  From this moment on there could be no doubt.  God had spoken and all three of them had heard it.  All three of them saw Moses and Elijah standing with the one whom God called "His Beloved Son."


They were transformed by this experience.  But it wasn't an instant transformation.  It was an ongoing, slow, day by day process.  If it had been instant, Peter wouldn't have run away at the crucifixion or doubted prior to Pentecost.  For some, like the Apostle Paul, transformation happens overnight.  But most of us get transformed a little at a time, like building up your savings.  We are transformed gradually by a faith relationship with Jesus and with others who love and serve Jesus.  We're transformed through the guidance and presence of God's Holy Spirit in our daily lives.


And that's good because Christianity is not in the business of "information about God" but "transformation by God." God is working out transformation in us spiritually, through our faithfulness and commitment.  Our challenge is to continue listening to God and to focus on Jesus only.  We may not "really know how it works" but when we listen to God and focus on Jesus only, God's work of transformation will continue.  Amen.
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