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Mark 1:14-20

And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will make you fish for people." And immediately they left their nets and followed him.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
In the gospel reading today, Mark tells the story of fishermen. They were not wealthy men, but they were probably pretty comfortable. They lived in their little villages with their extended families. They were not discontent. We have no reason to believe that they would have preferred to be elsewhere. They were happy in their work and family life.

 
Jesus saw two of the men, Simon and Andrew, and said, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people." Then Jesus found James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were fishermen too. Jesus called them, and they followed as well. It is also remarkable that these men would so quickly leave their nets to follow Jesus. In that time and place, people didn't do that. They had an obligation to their families to stay and take care of things. We don't know how many of the four were married, but it is reasonable to assume that all of them were. Mark also tells us that Jesus healed Peter's mother-in-law (1:30-31), so we know that he was married. There probably were children to support. But, more than that, people had obligations to live in the town where they had grown up – to take an active role in their community – to take their rightful place in their extended family – to take care of their parents and other family members in need. For Simon, Andrew, James and John to make such a radical change was a major life decision. Their families would have had a hard time understanding why.


While Jesus doesn't promise that the journey into the kingdom will be a smooth road to fulfilling all of a Christian's dreams, Jesus does promise that he will be with those who believe in him. Turning to the Lord, means turning away from all of those voices telling the Christian to walk other paths – the false paths of security without Jesus at the center.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer talked about Christ's call. Bonhoeffer was a German pastor during World War II. He opposed Hitler, and the authorities of the Nazis regime threw him in a concentration camp where he eventually died. Bonhoeffer knew what Christ's call could mean. He knew the sacrifices that Christ calls a person to make. Bonhoeffer spoke of it this way, "When Christ calls a (person), He bids him come and die. It may be a death like that of the first disciples who had to leave home and work to follow Him, or it may be a death like Luther's, who had to leave the monastery and go out into the world. But it is the same death every time. Every command of Jesus is a call to die, with all our affections and lusts. But we do not want to die, and therefore Jesus Christ and His call are necessarily our death and our life."
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Rev. J. Hugh Magers, now working with the General Church, offers us this simple theme, from the Book of Common Prayer, p.855. “The mission of the Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.” Majors says, “For evangelism to become an organic part of a congregation’s life, three things are necessary, .. .1” First, there must be in the congregation converted and converting people. ... second – a congregation and Church must inspire confidence ... and the third is a vision and heart for mission. “The essential evangelical action is placing the needs, wants and interests of others ahead of our own needs, wants and interest for God’s sake, in God’s name, and in imitation of God.2” 

Your commitment and ministry is what will make the difference. Whether there is an Episcopal church at 1616 N. Jim Miller Rd. 20 years from now is up to us. God has invested this talent into our hands. Today as we gather for another annual parish meeting we need to hear Christ calling us “Follow Me!” You and I are called to fish for people who do not yet attend worship here. God’s will for us at Our Saviour demands more than I can do by myself. The ministry in Pleasant Grove God intends takes more people involved than we currently have. Five years ago God began a new work in you which kept these doors from closing. Today God calls us to move farther on toward becoming a parish instead of just a mission.

What do you think was going on inside the men Jesus called when he said, “Come follow me!” They were under Roman occupation. John the Baptist was just arrested. They were not respected by religious leaders in Jerusalem. They had few resources. They had a great deal to loose and what would they gain? As they followed Christ they encountered constant surprises. Only their trust in Christ kept them from retreating in fear.


God always specializes in miracles. Miracles are anything that we cannot do alone. Miracles are the work of God in the hands of faithful people. We live in a troubled economy, in a national church that is deeply divided. We worship in a church that has struggled even to pay the electric bill, or to find volunteers to continue the work started five years ago. How do I think we can do anything more? I don’t have a clue. But I do know that we can, with God’s help. 
In the annual meeting I will present to you figures about our past and about this community. I will ask you what you want to see happen this year. I will ask you what you want to happen at Our Saviour five years from now, and ten years from now. Bishop Lambert has asked the vestry to present to him a 20 year plan. Today is one of many opportunities you will have to establish and shape the dream, the vision for Our Saviour. Will there be a future for this parish? Will the children worshiping here today have a place in Pleasant Grove to worship and serve God when they are adults? How will we respond when Christ is calling “Follow me”?
I have learned that God is glorified by people others don’t think can do anything. I have learned that God empowers his people to do miraculous things. The hardest part is simply to put into practice the words, “Here I am Lord send me.” 

It is the nature of all humanity to form groups and support one another. We form social groups, and many churches are primarily a social group of people who care for and support each other. We often make our churches into clubs in the process, where belonging is determined by someone in the group. It is instinctive to love the ones we know the best, to learn to appreciate or tolerate each others idiosyncrasies. However, Christ expected so much more of his disciples. He expects us to extend our love and support to people who would come to us. It is not natural, it is simply spiritual. The mission of the Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. 


When Christ calls he always calls us to be fishers of people. Fish don’t come looking for the hook. People don’t often walk in the door just because we are here. The sad reality is that most people don’t know what they want. Most people in Pleasant Grove don’t know who we are or what we are. If they did they would be here already, since Our Saviour offers so much to the human need for belonging. C.S. Lewis said that all people have a God shaped vacuum inside them. I have never been in a church that is so capable of sharing love, and filling that vacuum -- as I see here among you. 

To fish for people requires a strategy. It requires teamwork when working with a net. Commercial fishing takes a lot of hard work. You need to know a little bit about fish. You learn what they like to eat, whether they live on the bottom or closer to the top. Jesus very literally calls us to go fishing in Pleasant Grove. As someone who has converted to the Episcopal Church I can tell you a little about the fish. I was invited to church by someone just like you. If they had not done so I would not be standing at the altar here before you. I am rather thankful they did invite me to an Episcopal Church. Some other day I will share more about that experience. But I ask you to trust me; most of the people you know, if they ever came and tried out Our Saviour would only be saying one thing to you. They would ask why you hadn’t told them about this sooner. Christ calls us to be fishers of people, because God knows we need to be caught. Like many of the paradoxes of Christ’s teaching, the fish are better off only after they are caught.

Christ is saying to us that the Kingdom of God is ready. He asks us if we are ready. Amen.
1.”Evangelism Theology and Strategy of the Episcopal Church Evangelism Officer”, http://members.aol.com/ENE2020/majors.htm.


2.same report and web site as above.





