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I want you to reflect on some famous sayings as we begin to reflect on the scriptures read today. Peter Marshall said, (A Christian is not a person who is trying to do something, but is a person who has received something; a person to whom something has happened and who simply cannot keep it to himself.
( Thomas Merton said, (The saint ... wants himself to be simply a window through which God(s mercy shines on the world. And for this he strives to be holy ... in order that the goodness of God may never be obscured by any selfish act of his.
( And from the mystic herself, Evelyn Underhill, (Christ wants not nibblers of the possible but grabbers of the impossible.
( We at Our Saviour need to make her words our motto: (Grabbers of the Impossible.( Please keep Merton and Underhill(s words in mind as we look at the gospel text.

The Rev. Canon J. Hugh Magers, Evangelism Coordinator at the Episcopal Church Center in New York tells us that (The text from the St John’s Gospel is a quintessential evangelism and mission text. First, Jesus said to Philip, "Follow me," and he did!
( He goes on to say, (This is remarkable. It is just backwards from the way we are inclined to gather people into the Christian faith.( There is a wonderful hymn by St. Richard of Chicester
, commonly called Day by Day. It has the line, " To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, Follow thee more nearly. " This is a wonderful description of a way to lead a Christian life. It describes a growth in understanding, a growth in love, and a growth in obedience. But it is not the way Jesus recruited his disciples. He did not say, "Here are some commentaries on scripture and some books of theology. I want you to study them and get to know me. Then when you know me, I want you to describe, if you love me, what your love for me is like. After that you can follow me." What Jesus said was much simpler and, in a way, more difficult. He just said, "Follow me."

Our Gospel text today shows us something of how God works. It shows us how God took a few unlikely people in an unlikely place and used them to change the world. As Jesus walked by, John the Baptist said to his disciples, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" As a result of that testimony, two of John's disciples decided to follow Jesus. We know the name of only one, Andrew. Andrew was not especially important except for one thing. When Andrew became Jesus' disciple, he went to get his brother, Simon Peter. Peter didn't seem important either. Peter was very ordinary but Christ used Peter in powerful ways. Then Jesus saw Philip and said, "Follow me!" and Philip followed. Philip's first act as Jesus' disciple was to go to Nathanael and to invite Nathanael to come and see Jesus. Nathanael did so, and Nathanael became a disciple. When Nathanael first saw Jesus he was skeptical. However, when confronted with Jesus' authority, Nathanael quickly became a disciple. He said, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God." 

Jesus' response puzzles us, because it is so "off the wall." Jesus said, "Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these. Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."

  What an odd response! But it hearkens back to an Old Testament story with which Nathanael would have been very familiar. It was the story of Jacob's ladder (Gen. 28). Jacob, in a dream, saw angels ascending and descending on a ladder. Then God came and made a covenant with Jacob. In that covenant: God promised Jacob that Jacob would have many offspring like the dust of the earth. God promised to bless the world through Jacob and his offspring. God promised to be with Jacob and Jacob's offspring forever.

Jacob was an unlikely choice for such a covenant, because Jacob was a conniver and a scoundrel. God often works through unlikely people. In his dream, Jacob had caught a vision of heaven, and then God promised Jacob a piece of heaven. When Jesus told Nathanael that he would see angels ascending and descending, he was extending this blessing to Nathanael. Nathanael had confessed his faith in Jesus "Rabbi, you are the Son of God." Jesus, in turn, blessed him and promised him that he would see great things.

The interesting thing is that, when Jesus says, "you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending," the word you is not singular, as if Jesus were speaking to Nathanael. The word you is plural, as if Jesus were speaking to everyone who would call him Lord. Jesus was speaking, not only to Nathanael, but to us. He was telling us that, when we acknowledge him as Lord, we will see great things. E. Stanley Jones was a great preacher of another generation. He put it this way: "To be in Christ is to share one's faith, for you cannot have a share in Christ unless you share him with others. Nothing is ours untill we share it. The sharing of the faith makes it possible to share in the faith." We can learn a lesson from Philip ( from his response to Nathanael. Philip did not argue with Nathanael. He didn't try to persuade Nathanael. He said simply, "Come and see." Nathanael went to see Jesus, and Jesus changed his life.

Think of the lives changed dramatically in our century. I(ll give you one example. In his book, Loving God, Charles Colson tells the story of Dr. Boris Kornfeld. Kornfeld was a medical doctor in a Siberian prison camp. He was Jewish, but he began to notice one of the prisoners, a Christian, a man of quiet faith. The man seemed to find great strength in that horrible place by reciting the Lord's Prayer over and over. We don't know that man's name. We only know that his witness began to change Dr. Kornfeld.

One day, they brought a guard to Kornfeld for treatment. The guard's artery had been cut in a knifing, and he was bleeding to death. Dr. Kornfeld knew that he could save the man, but he thought about letting him bleed to death. He considered suturing the artery in such a way that it would fail later. Then he caught himself, horrified by his own thoughts. He remembered the prayer of that Christian prisoner ( the one who prayed, "Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us."

Dr. Kornfeld began to hold himself ( and others ( to a higher standard. He turned in an inmate who had stolen food, and who had thereby endangered the lives of other prisoners. As a result, he found his own life in danger. He spent more and more time at work where he felt a little safer. One day they brought a prisoner to him, a man who had cancer. The man was seriously ill, but his greatest suffering was spiritual. Kornfeld looked into his eyes, and saw only emptiness and misery. And so Dr. Kornfeld began to tell the man about the Christian who had prayed the Lord's Prayer ( and he began to tell him about his own awakening faith.

That night, a prisoner sneaked into Kornfeld's room and took his revenge. He bashed Kornfeld's head with a rock and Kornfeld died. That should have been the end of the story, but it was not. The cancer patient remembered what Dr. Kornfeld had said. He recovered from his illness, and began his own journey of faith. He became a Christian. He survived that prison camp, and he began to write about his experiences there. His name was Alecksandr Solzhenitsyn. Solzhenitsyn's writings turned a spotlight on Soviet cruelty, and they played some small part in the fall of the Soviet Empire.

  And so we have a progression of unlikely people, ordinary people, a Christian who prayed the Lord's Prayer, and a Jewish physician, and a cancer patient. They were trapped in a gulag in the remotest region of the former Soviet Union. Their efforts should have come to nothing, but they didn't. These unlikely people started a series of small ripples that grew larger and larger until they helped to destroy the forces of evil that bound them. They did not do that by their own power, but Jesus opened the heavens for them.

What would Jesus say to us? Though I am sure his words would be encouraging, these same words no doubt would call us way beyond our comfort level. (Follow me( Jesus is saying. The choice is ours to be nibblers of the possible, or grabbers of the impossible. 

I close with this poem. (The loss of friends is much, the loss of time is more. The loss of Christ is such a loss, As no man can restore.
( Do you hear the call, (Come follow me?( Will you be willing to be like Nathaniel, or better yet like Philip? Amen.
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